
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 5 

77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD 
CHICAGO, IL 60604 

DATE: APR 2 9 2008 

SUBJECT: INSPECTION REPORT — Federal-Mogul Corporation — Skokie, Illinois 

FROM: Joseph Ulfig, Environmental Engineer 
Air Enforcement & Compliance Assurance Section (IL/IN) 

THRU: Brent Marable, Chief 
Air Enforcement & Assurance Section (IL/IN) 

TO: file 

Date of Inspection: April, 1 2008 

EPA Representative: 

Joseph Ulfig, Environmental Engineer, U.S. EPA 

Company Representatives: 

William Van Home, Environmental, Health and Safety Manager 
John Borelli, Building & Equipment Services Manager 

Purpose of Inspection: 

The purpose of this unannounced inspection was to learn about operations at the facility, and to 
investigate the facility's compliance with the Clean Air Act and its Title V permit. 

Company Information 

Plant Location: 7450 N. McCormick Boulevard 
Skokie, Illinois 60076-8 103 

Phone: (847) 568-2656 

Contact: Bill Van Home 



Facility Description: 

The Skokie Federal-Mogul facility manufactures gaskets for use in a wide range of engines. 
These gaskets are shipped to engine manufacturers such as Catepillar and Cummins, as well as 
after-market parts supply chains such as Napa and Pep Boys. Several emission units found in 
some of the facility's permits have ceased operation or were never built; these include the Edge 
Mold Metal Plate line (M29-1), arid several batch ovens, associated with a March 2005 
Construction Permit (#04120056). The facility also has several engine test cells, some small 
printing operations, and a packaging and warehouse operation. The facility currently employs 
approximately 1500 employees. Some operations, like the molding operations, run three shifts 
throughout the year. Bonnie Bush last inspected the facility in March of 1999. 

Conference and Tour: 

At approximately 10:30 a.m. I entered the facility and asked a security officer for the site's 
environmental manager. Mr. Bill Van Home, the facility's Environmental, Health, and Safety 
Manager, met me in the facility's security area and I presented my credentials. He then led me to 
his office. 

Mr. Van Home began our discussion by explaining Federal-Mogul's business at the facility. The 
facility manufactures gaskets of various materials, for use in a wide range of engines. The metal, 
fiber, or other starting materials are coated with various coatings, adhesives, or rubber to meet 
the specifications of the particular gasket being produced. These operations are carried out using 
hydraulic presses, various coating or adhesive applicators, small curing/drying ovens, solvent 
based parts cleaning tanks, and injection molding equipment. 

The facility's manufacturing lines generally use a low VOM (3.3 lbs/gal or less) or water based 
coatings in their production of gaskets. For those lines producing gaskets that require the use of 
high VOM adhesives and coatings, or solvent based cleaning, the facility employs thermal 
oxidizers to reduce the amount of VOM emitted to the atmosphere. The thermal oxidizers at the 
facility are interlocked with the manufacturing lines such that production can not take place 
unless the oxidizers are running, and operating at the temperatures used to demonstrate 
compliance in past performance tests. 

During my tour of the facility I spoke with Mr. Van Home and Mr. Joe Borelli, Building & 
Equipment Services Manager, about how Federal-Mogul maintains its control equipment and the 
facility's use and recordkeeping associated with ozone depleting substances. Mr. Borelli 
explained to me that the facility utilizes software to track both responsive and preventative 
maintenance on much of the equipment at the facility, including control equipment. The 
manufacturer's recommendations for the oxidizers were placed into the software system so that 
periodic inspections and maintenance activities are done according to schedule. Mr. Borelli and 
some maintenance staff showed me the manufacturer's suggested maintenance for an oxidizer, 
and how each of the tasks had been entered in the system and performed according to schedule. 
The oxidizer operation records that I reviewed indicated that the systems were operating at or 
above the temperatures set during performance testing. 



I also viewed documents related to Federal-Mogul's maintenance of ozone depleting substance 
containing equipment. These documents included certifications for employees performing work 
on this equipment, maintenance records related to charging or discharging refrigerant, as well as 
information related to the reclamation units used at the facility. 

Closing Conference 

After completing my tour of the facility's operation lines, we concluded the inspection by 
returning to Mr. Van Home's office. At that time I explained that no compliance determinations 
are made on site and that if further information was needed, that a Section 114 Information 
Request may be issued in the future. 


